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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages . 1-12 



» as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



1-7, 9-23 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 19 November 2004 (19.1 1.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/1 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



2 ' XSLn l he "W"* 6 ' dl * e elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item S 8 m wmcn 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wn ich is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

?553) UI18C ° f tranSlati ° n furnished for *• Purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 - P*l^ * the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
— furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

U The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

SenSished ^ inf ° mati ° n recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages , 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ SL r ^ lt H aS i been esta ™* hed j f < some of ) me amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). ** 

* Kf ™ have been famished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 

Zd lQ l f) originally filed* and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain anmdnm^SSTS.R 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-8, 21-23 



1-23 



1-23 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. The amendment submitted with the letter of 25 
November 2004 does not dispel the objection relating 
to novelty, as raised in the previous communication. 
Therefore, said objection is upheld. 

2. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: EP-A-0 895 852 (USINOR) 10 February 1999 (1999- 
02-10) 

D2: EP-A-0 888 881 (LORRAINE LAM IN AGE ) 7 January 
1999 (1999-01-07) 

3. The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claim 1 does not meet the requirement of 
novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2). 

Document Dl describes a metal sheet with a 
multilayer structure or so-called sandwich metal 
sheet consisting of two laminated metal skins 
mutually bonded by a core made of stainless steel 
wool (claim 1) occupying 30 to 60 % of the space 
between the two skins (page 2, column 2, lines 9- 
10), wherein the two skins are joined to the core by 
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means of an adhesive selected from a phenolic resin, 
an epoxy, a polyethylene or polypropylene comprising 
maleic anhydride (claims 7 and 8). The melting point 
of the metal bonding agent (resin, etc.) is lower 
than the melting point of the metal core or that of 
the metal skins. 



Similarly, document D2 describes a structural panel 
comprising at least one metal core and at least two 
lining skins also made of metal, wherein the skins 
cover the core in such a way that a sandwich-type 
structure is formed (claim 15), the linings and the 
core are made of steel (page 4, column 6, lines 5- 
15), and the metal bonding agent is zinc (page 4, 
column 6, lines 33-40) . 

It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 is not 
novel . 



The subject matter of claim 2 is described in 
Document Dl and thus lacks novelty. 

The subject matter of claim 3 is described in 
Document Dl and thus lacks novelty. 

4. The amendment submitted with the letter of 25 

November 2004 does not dispel the objection relating 
to novelty, as raised in the previous communication. 
Therefore, said objection is upheld. 

The subject matter of claim 4 is described in 
document Dl and thus lacks novelty. 

The subject matter of claim 5 is described in 
document Dl and thus lacks novelty. 
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The subject matter of claim 6 is described in 
document Dl and thus lacks novelty. 

The subject matter of claim 7 is described in 
document Dl and/or D2 and thus lacks novelty. 

Claims 21 and 23 are product-by-process claims 
which, in accordance with Chapter V, page 42 , p. 
5.26 of the PCT Guidelines, are not acceptable. 
Product claims should be worded in terms of the 
products per se, rather than the methods for 
preparing same. 

In the light of this objection, the subject matter 
of claims 21 and 23 is described in document Dl 
and/or D2 and thus lacks novelty. 

The subject matter of claim 22 is not novel. 

The feature in claim 22 (T e ) is not mentioned in the 
description. It follows that claim 22 is not • 
supported by the description (PCT Article 6) . 
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